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What Damage is the Ugly Gorilla Doing in Your
Watershed?

You may have thought the Ugly Gorilla I’m
referring to is the vinyl chloride now
residing in the Ohio River and Mississippi
River watersheds. If that’s the case, what
can you do about it other than be
concerned and support measures that
might keep it from happening in your own
watershed?

For us residing here in Georgia, the Ugly Gorilla is the sediment that is killing our
watersheds every time it rains. What damage is sediment doing to my watershed, more
specifically in my case, Lake Sydney Lanier and the other lakes within the Chattahoochee
River watershed?

This construction site (photo on right)
depicts only one of hundreds of sites now
under construction in Georgia. Buffers have
been stripped and are lined with only 1 row
of silt fence. The sedimentation of our
watersheds from unpermitted and/or under
regulated sites is a huge problem in states
like Georgia, where millions of people rely
on their lakes for recreation and drinking
water.

The problem with sediment being our ugly gorilla is that it’s largely accepted by the public
as a necessary evil even as it slowly damages water quality and diminishes storage
capacity for the drinking water that comes from our rivers and lakes. My fear is that one day
there will be an article in the Atlanta Journal Constitution that will beg the question of why
we didn’t do something about it when we had the chance.

While the media has focused nationally on
a horrific spill of an acutely toxic pollutant,
vinyl chloride; the question we have to ask
ourselves is what are we doing about a
chronic toxic pollutant (sediment) that is
slowly killing the watersheds in our
backyard, a fact that the media very
seldom shines a light on.

Unfortunately for the residents of East Palestine and downstream receptors from the fallout
of the massive burn (i.e. agriculture, people and fish) all the way down to the Gulf of Mexico,
the long-term impacts from the explosive burn of vinyl chloride and other chemicals into
their watersheds will reveal themselves as time goes by.

As far as lakes like Lake Lanier are concerned, sediment that carries pollutants and fills up
our drinking water reservoirs is a known, very real problem that we can do something about,
and NPDES Permit compliance is one very effective way of doing just that.

Sincerely,

T. Luke Owen, PG MS4CECI MS4GIT

Clean Rivers and Permit Compliance: You Can’t
Have One Without the Other!

Are state and local regulators overly aggressive at enforcing land disturbance permits
established to protect their watersheds? If you're a land developer paying for the design,
installation and maintenance of erosion, sedimentation, and pollution control plans (ES&PC
Plans) and the fines that accompany improper compliance efforts, you might say "Yes," but
if you're a resident living in a nice house on the lake that fills with sediment every time it
rains, you would probably say "NO."

How much should a land developer or
builder invest in the proper design,
installation and maintenance of erosion
plans? How much enforcement should a
developer be subject to when he doesn't
install and maintain stormwater devices
that are clearly identified in his Erosion
Sedimentation and Pollution Control plan,
especially after taking a Level 1A
Fundamentals (blue card) course that
emphasizes this important requirement?

Georgia has learned a few lessons about the importance of confronting erosion and
sedimentation from construction sites head on, and the Georgia Erosion and Sedimentation
Act enacted all the way back in 1975 (GESA), is the proof. This state law was one of the
first in the country, created in direct response to the imbalance that favored aggressive
construction over protecting our water resources. It was the citizens of Georgia, primarily in
the City of Atlanta and other big metropolitan areas, that were not happy with the tendency
land developers have of not caring about down-stream impacts from their sediment-laden
stormwater runoff.

States, counties and cities must have clean
water and reservoirs full of water (not mud)
to provide a quality of life worth living: Take
a look at the logo for the City of Cumming,
Georgia, among many other municipalities
across our great nation with a clean lake in
the background. We love clean surface
water, our future depends on healthy water
resources, and common sense says we
need clean surface water in our creeks,
rivers and lakes.

We are growing like a weed and taking down trees like it’s going out of style, and that’s fine
as long as we step up to the plate and properly design, install and maintain our vegetative
and structural measures. NPDES Permit compliance is how that happens! 

Sincerely,

T. Luke Owen, PG MS4CECI MS4GIT

HVPS & Industrial Site Stormwater Inspections –
NPDES Training

April 12, 2023 8:00 AM–12:00 PM (EDT)

In this 4-hour training experience, attendees will not only meet the MS4 training
requirements set forth in the NPDES Permit, but just as importantly will leave with the
education, training and materials needed to perform an effective stormwater inspection that
will help prevent illicit discharges, thereby protecting the residents, visitors and aquatic
organisms that live in your watersheds. Upon completion of this Inspection course, you will
learn how to perform your field inspections with confidence every time, no matter the facility
being inspected.

The course will answer many common questions, a few of which are:

– Can misunderstanding the definition of an “outfall” or a stormwater “structure” cause your
site inspection to be ineffective?

– How do you deal with difficult people during your site inspection?

– Should a HVPS facility be inspected differently than an Industrial Facility? If so, how?

– What is a highly visible pollutant source (HVPS) versus an industrial facility, really?

– What makes the restaurant industry more of a potential watershed polluter than the
manufacturing industry?

– What forms and/or questions should the MS4 inspector ask when performing their
inspection?

Register today by calling (678) 469-5120, emailing
Rita@npdestraining.com, or via our website here.
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Call Us So We Can Help Make Your Job Easier!

For More Information or to Schedule a Class
678-469-5120 or Rita@npdestraining.com

Are Silt Fences and Sediment Basins Enough to
Keep the Dirt Out of the Creek?

Recent rains have produced high volumes
of sediment in lakes like Lake Lanier.
Sediment overwhelms poorly installed silt
fences, causing wood posts to come out of
the ground and the fabric to detach from
the posts. In areas where the slope is
greater than 20%, a flat area length of 10
feet between the toe of slope to the barrier
should be provided.

Poor vegetative cover and/or installation and maintenance of structural best management
practices (BMPs) are often the cause, so make sure when installing your silt fence that
stakes are properly buried (at least 18 inches below ground surface), and that the fabric is
trenched in at least 6" deep. Also, use more staples when affixing the fabric to the wood
posts if heavy sediment loads can be forecasted below a slope. This will ensure that the
fabric doesn't tear away from the stake.

Erosion Prevention through phasing and
limiting the amount of exposed and graded
sediment at any one time is key to keeping
the silt fence and sediment pond from
getting overwhelmed with water volume
and the sediment it might be carrying.

For the NPDES Permittee, being able to demonstrate your intent to comply is paramount if
you are to be protected from regulatory enforcement actions or third party lawsuits!

WaterWatchPRO provides the first step in that regard by relaying daily rainfall data, without
you as the superintendent having to worry about recording it yourself. Check it out,

hundreds of people have and they love it!

COURSES

GSWCC

GEORGIA EROSION & SEDIMENT CONTROL
INITIAL CERTIFICATION COURSES

Level 1A - Blue Card Level 1B - Red Card Level II - Tan/Gray
Card

Re-CERTIFICATION COURSES

ONLINE COURSES

GEOS, Site Inspections & State Waters Trees & Construction, Site Inspections
& State Waters

CLASSROOM COURSES

Level 1A, Level 1B or Level II

MS4CECI

MS4 Compliance &
Enforcement

Certified Inspector

Initial 2-Day Classroom/Field Course

Recertification 4-Hour Course

Recertification 4-Hour Course Online Recertification 4-Hour Course
Classroom

MS4CECI Course Information

One of our most popular courses, this 2-day seminar is developed and designed specifically
for municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4) compliance and enforcement personnel,
field inspectors, stormwater managers and consultants, with a focus on MS4 stormwater
permit compliance and enforcement responsibilities.

An examination is conducted immediately following classroom instruction. Course attendees
are required to achieve a minimum examination score of 70% for their 3-year MS4CECI
Certificate.

The MS4CECI course was designed by federal, state and local regulatory personnel as well
as stormwater consultants with over 100 years of combined experience in educating MS4
stormwater personnel to manage and perform stormwater inspections of municipal,
commercial, industrial and construction activities. The 2-day seminar teaches federal and
state stormwater laws as well as local ordinances, and provides instruction on how to
perform outfall investigations, prioritize sub watersheds for inspections and properly comply
with and enforce the various NPDES permits assigned for MS4s, construction sites and
industrial facilities.

MS4GIT:

MS4 Green
Infrastructure

Technician

The MS4GIT Course is a 1-day training
experience focusing on Green
Infrastructure BMPs and their installation &
maintenance. Attendees will learn how to
identify and solve issues surrounding poor
maintenance, as well as avoid GI failures
entirely.

This course was designed especially for stormwater managers, stormwater engineers and
consultants, MS4 Inspectors and maintenance crews.

Upon completion, trainees will have learned to:

Implement correct construction sequencing protocol for BMPs
Understand how to read a BMP landscape plan
Identify soil mixtures and calculate soil / material volumes
Identify and select appropriate plants for BMPs
Understand maintenance requirements of BMPs
Identify common problems and solutions for BMPs
Understand how to implement a landscape maintenance plan
Evaluate plant performance and how to replace failing plants

Click Here to Register

MS4 Stormwater
Inspector

4-Hour Online Course

What is a Hot Spot or Highly Visible
Pollutant Source (HVPS)? Once you see it
causing an illicit discharge, how are you
supposed to inspect one as compared to at
a construction site or industrial facility?

This course will give you the confidence
you need to properly perform a facility
inspection. Believe it or not, it's actually fun
to work with the compliance community in
protecting our watersheds, and that's what
this course will help you do!

Everyone agrees that we need to keep our watersheds clean and it's the MS4 Stormwater
Inspector that makes all the difference in that regard!

CLICK HERE
for a Brief Video & Course Description

Call Rita at 678-469-5120
or if you prefer you can email Rita@npdestraining.com

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

We're Here to Serve You!

We Must Demand that American Cities
Comply with Their Own NPDES Permits!

How can a city government hold a
general contractor or industrial
operator accountable for NPDES
compliance when they themselves
are in major violation of their own
permit requirements?

The message Los Angeles (see above) is sending their residents when they blow off
common sense water quality do's and don'ts is inexcusable in America and part of the
reason people are leaving Los Angeles. The city (with obvious tolerance from the State) is
willingly violating its MS4 Permit by pressure washing human excrement, syringes and other
pollutants directly down their storm drains. Los Angeles, Portland, Seattle and others are
just another reminder of how important it is that we Americans demand their compliance
with Clean Water Act NPDES rules & regulations! Every time you go fishing or jump in the
lake to take a swim, be grateful for the our NPDES permitting program that makes it all
possible IF polluters are made to comply. Respecting our neighbors downstream is what
America is all about and it's compliance with NPDES Permits that helps us do that! 

"We all need to view NPDES Permit compliance as an investment in our
nation's future quality of life, so our children will also have an equally
great place to live, swim, fish, boat and hunt tomorrow! " – T. Luke Owen 

Sincerely,

T. Luke Owen, PG MS4CECI MS4GIT
Owner/Operator, Principal Trainer
www.npdestraining.com
tlowen@npdestraining.com

Unsubscribe

NPDES Training Institute 1000 Peachtree Industrial Blvd. Suite 6-287 Suwanee, Georgia 30024 United States (678)
469-5120

https://npdestraining.com/
https://npdestraining.com/courses-and-training/
https://npdestraining.com/events/hvps-industrial-site-stormwater-inspections-4-12-23-buford-gwinnett/
http://www.gaswcc.org/esc-results-list.php
https://npdestraining.com/courses-and-training/
https://npdestraining.com/newsletter-archives/
https://npdestraining.com/about-us/our-trainers/
http://tel:678-469-5120
mailto:Rita@npdestraining.com
https://mailchi.mp/waterwatchpro/npdes
https://npdestraining.com/courses-and-training/gswcc-stormwater-training/all-level-1a-fundamentals-classes/
https://npdestraining.com/courses-and-training/gswcc-stormwater-training/all-level-1b-advanced-classes/
https://npdestraining.com/courses-and-training/gswcc-stormwater-training/all-level-ii-intro-to-design-classes/
https://npdestraining.digitalchalk.com/auth/login
https://npdestraining.digitalchalk.com/auth/login
https://npdestraining.com/courses-and-training/gswcc-stormwater-training/all-level-1a-1b-and-ii-re-certification/
https://npdestraining.com/courses-and-training/ms4-compliance-and-enforcement-certificate/ms4-permit/
https://npdestraining.digitalchalk.com/learn/ms4ceci-renewal-course
https://npdestraining.com/courses-and-training/ms4-compliance-and-enforcement-certificate/ms4-re-certification/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ijkbooTkSzQ
https://npdestraining.com/all-ms4git-courses/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EBrHMocxRvs&feature=youtu.be&ab_channel=TLukeOwen%2CPGMS4CECIMS4GIT
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EBrHMocxRvs&ab_channel=TLukeOwen%2CPGMS4CECIMS4GIT
http://tel:678-469-5120
mailto:Rita@npdestraining.com
https://npdestraining.digitalchalk.com/learn/ms4-stormwater-inspector
https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/abcoupon/claim/b0bd7976-b0ac-48f6-9c14-8b8cd9fbcb36?c=
http://www.npdestraining.com/
mailto:tlowen@npdestraining.com
https://www.facebook.com/NPDESTrainingInstitute
https://www.linkedin.com/in/npdestraining/
https://el299.infusionsoft.com/app/optOut/0/dde3e9ad0af4657c/990149/cac479a621f6c907

