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To help prevent stop work orders, this is key!
Experienced builders know that once stormwater runoff from your site turns red, neighbors
get angry and your project (i.e., land disturbing activity) becomes a target for fines and/or
stop work orders. To help reduce complaints from downstream residents and protect the
water quality in the body of water in question, it is paramount that a builder primarily focus
on firstly, preventing erosion, then secondly, controlling the transport of the runoff.

A key component often overlooked by builders in their efforts to prevent stormwater
discharges from turning red with clay and fine silt eroded from their home construction is to
prevent the erosion to begin with. While silt fences and other sediment barriers are
important to install and maintain, they cannot be a builder's only focus and this is why soil
stabilization through the application of rye grass, straw mulch, blankets and/or anionic
polyacrylamide, geotextile or plastic sheeting have proven time and again to be incredibly
effective at preventing fines and/or stop work orders. These methods are the easiest,
cheapest and most effective approach for addressing sediment loss from construction sites.
When used correctly, they can reduce erosion by up to 99%. To sum it up, erosion
prevention through soil stabilization is always preferred over a single focus on runoff control.

Sincerely,

T. Luke Owen, PG MS4CECI MS4GIT

Course announcement! MS4CECI class taking
place in Garden City, GA February 14-15, 2023

Register today by calling (678) 469-5120, emailing Rita@npdestraining.com, or via our
website here.

Wintertime BMPs
The winter season means construction managers and contractors must consider the
potential impacts of inclement cold weather on designed, installed and maintained BMPs
within their SWPPPs, or in Georgia, their ES&PC Plans. Although some southeastern states
rarely receive a significant snow event, when it does snow, the decisions made with regard
to design and/or in the field can really throw a designer and/or superintendent off their
game. Here are some tips on how to implement BMPs that are designed to protect against
some of the most common risks related to winter weather, whether you are able to continue
construction or your project is delayed until a better weather window.
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A word puzzle to sharpen your Erosion &
Sediment vocabulary

Hone your E&S lingo with this word puzzle. Big thanks to Jim Spotts for providing it for
inclusion in our December newsletter!

Call Us So We Can Help Make Your Job Easier!

For More Information or to Schedule a Class
678-469-5120 or Rita@npdestraining.com

For the NPDES Permittee, being able to demonstrate your intent to comply is paramount if
you are to be protected from regulatory enforcement actions or third party lawsuits!

WaterWatchPRO provides the first step in that regard by relaying daily rainfall data, without
you as the superintendent having to worry about recording it yourself. Check it out,

hundreds of people have and they love it!
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MS4CECI

MS4 Compliance &
Enforcement

Certified Inspector

Initial 2-Day Classroom/Field Course

Recertification 4-Hour Course

Recertification 4-Hour Course Online Recertification 4-Hour Course
Classroom

MS4CECI Course Information

One of our most popular courses, this 2-day seminar is developed and designed specifically
for municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4) compliance and enforcement personnel,
field inspectors, stormwater managers and consultants, with a focus on MS4 stormwater
permit compliance and enforcement responsibilities.

An examination is conducted immediately following classroom instruction. Course attendees
are required to achieve a minimum examination score of 70% for their 3-year MS4CECI
Certificate.

The MS4CECI course was designed by federal, state and local regulatory personnel as well
as stormwater consultants with over 100 years of combined experience in educating MS4
stormwater personnel to manage and perform stormwater inspections of municipal,
commercial, industrial and construction activities. The 2-day seminar teaches federal and
state stormwater laws as well as local ordinances, and provides instruction on how to
perform outfall investigations, prioritize sub watersheds for inspections and properly comply
with and enforce the various NPDES permits assigned for MS4s, construction sites and
industrial facilities.

MS4GIT:

MS4 Green
Infrastructure

Technician

The MS4GIT Course is a 1-day training
experience focusing on Green
Infrastructure BMPs and their installation &
maintenance. Attendees will learn how to
identify and solve issues surrounding poor
maintenance, as well as avoid GI failures
entirely.

This course was designed especially for stormwater managers, stormwater engineers and
consultants, MS4 Inspectors and maintenance crews.

Upon completion, trainees will have learned to:

Implement correct construction sequencing protocol for BMPs
Understand how to read a BMP landscape plan
Identify soil mixtures and calculate soil / material volumes
Identify and select appropriate plants for BMPs
Understand maintenance requirements of BMPs
Identify common problems and solutions for BMPs
Understand how to implement a landscape maintenance plan
Evaluate plant performance and how to replace failing plants

Click Here to Register

MS4 Stormwater
Inspector

4-Hour Online Course

What is a Hot Spot or Highly Visible
Pollutant Source (HVPS)? Once you see it
causing an illicit discharge, how are you
supposed to inspect one as compared to at
a construction site or industrial facility?

This course will give you the confidence
you need to properly perform a facility
inspection. Believe it or not, it's actually fun
to work with the compliance community in
protecting our watersheds, and that's what
this course will help you do!

Everyone agrees that we need to keep our watersheds clean and it's the MS4 Stormwater
Inspector that makes all the difference in that regard!

CLICK HERE
for a Brief Video & Course Description

Call Rita at 678-469-5120
or if you prefer you can email Rita@npdestraining.com

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

We're Here to Serve You!

We Must Demand that American Cities
Comply with Their Own NPDES Permits!

How can a city government hold a
general contractor or industrial
operator accountable for NPDES
compliance when they themselves
are in major violation of their own
permit requirements?

The message Los Angeles (see above) is sending their residents when they blow off
common sense water quality do's and don'ts is inexcusable in America and part of the
reason people are leaving Los Angeles. The city (with obvious tolerance from the State) is
willingly violating its MS4 Permit by pressure washing human excrement, syringes and other
pollutants directly down their storm drains. Los Angeles, Portland, Seattle and others are
just another reminder of how important it is that we Americans demand their compliance
with Clean Water Act NPDES rules & regulations! Every time you go fishing or jump in the
lake to take a swim, be grateful for the our NPDES permitting program that makes it all
possible IF polluters are made to comply. Respecting our neighbors downstream is what
America is all about and it's compliance with NPDES Permits that helps us do that! 

"We all need to view NPDES Permit compliance as an investment in our
nation's future quality of life, so our children will also have an equally
great place to live, swim, fish, boat and hunt tomorrow! " – T. Luke Owen 

Sincerely,

T. Luke Owen, PG MS4CECI MS4GIT
Owner/Operator, Principal Trainer
www.npdestraining.com
tlowen@npdestraining.com
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