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Lake Lanier is Full of It....Full of Phosphorous That Is!

The Georgia Environmental Protection

Division (GA EPD) recently announced that

Georgia is moving forward with a "total

maximum daily load" TMDL plan after years

of discussion. Many lakes and coastal areas

around the nation waited 'too long' to

develop a water quality TMDL standard for

phosphorous.

So what is a TMDL exactly?  The total

maximum daily load of a pollutant entering a

river or lake varies depending on the actual

pollutant. For example, as humans our bodies

cannot handle very much of a pollutant called lead or our brains and body organs will cease to

operate effectively, eventually leading to sickness and death. However, it can handle a lot

more of other pollutants, like tobacco, before my body shuts down.

Similarly, a lake and even the ocean can only handle so much of a pollutant, phosphorous in this

case, before fish, animals, and people suffer. When the TMDL for phosphorous is exceeded,

low oxygen in the lake will create big problems for fish and humans (even huge economic

impacts that fish don't have to worry about).  This is why regulation in the Clean Water Act

has pollutant load restrictions for our watersheds. 
To be more specific, phosphorus is a problem because it promotes algae growth, which in

extreme cases poisons the water and kills large numbers of fish. Two major sources of

phosphorus are:

1. Point sources - those permitted by the state that dump their treated water into

streams, rivers, and lakes, such as sewage treatment facilities..

2. Nonpoint sources are harder to pin down but add a huge load.  Those sources include

chicken coops, fertilizers on farms, and lawns runoff into creeks, rivers, and the lake are
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the leading cause why algae blooms and

resultant low-oxygen environments for

fish to survive are so prevalent.

Thankfully, Georgia is moving ahead with a

TMDL that will set a hard cap on the

amount of phosphorus flowing into Lake

Lanier. If you own a business that relies

on Lake Lanier visitors, if you're a fishing

guide, recreational boater or fisherman

who enjoys striper and bass fishing on

Lanier, you should applaud this proactive

effort to keep our precious Lanier clear

of the low-oxygen threats of nutrient

runoff into the lake.
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OR

DOWNLOAD A 

FREE COPY here!

AS OF JULY 1, 2016

ONLY THE 2016

EDITION GREENBOOK

CAN BE USED in

GEORGIA.

 

 

MS4 CECI COURSE

PROVIDING the OFFICIAL MS4CECI HAT 
 & INSPECTION MATERIALs

With Courses Including

FIELD STREAM SURVEY

OUTFALL INSPECTIONS

INDUSTRIAL FACILITY INSPECIONS

CONSTRUCTION SITE INSPECTIONS

This course meets the MS4 NPDES Permit requirement for
Training &  Green Infrastructure

MS4CECI
NEVADA DOT - Carson City, Nevada
October 5 - 6, 2017

ATLANTA, GEORGIA MS4CECI RECERTIFICATION
December 4th, 2017

ALANTA, GEORGIA
December 18 - 19, 2017

JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI
March 5 - 6, 2018

SAN CLEMENTE, CALIFORNIA
March 12 - 13,  2018

MS4CCEI
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA
SEPTEMBER 26th - 27th, 2018
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"THE BEST STORMWATER CLASS I'VE EVER ATTENDED!"

CALL RITA  @ 

678-469-5120  for help registering!

www.MS4stormwatertraining.com

  Man Sentenced to 42 Months in Prison

for Dumping Wastewater in Tuscarawas

River

On September 5, 2017, Adam D. Boylen, 46, was sentenced to

more than three years in prison for dumping wastewater into

tributaries of the Tuscarawas River. Boylen

previously pleaded guilty to four counts of violating the Clean

Water Act by making u npermitted discharges. The U.S. District

Judge sentenced him to 42 months in prison and ordered him to

pay $85,338 in restitution.
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"This defendant

intentionally dumped

waste into a tributary

of the Tuscarawas

River, killing fish and

other aquatic life," said

U.S. Attorney Justin E.

Herdman. "We will

always protect our

waterways and environment."

"The defendant's deliberate and illegal dumping of

wastewater killed thousands of fish and wildlife and harmed

the quality of local waterways," said Scot Adair, Acting Special

Agent in Charge of EPA's criminal enforcement program.

Boylen was a driver employed by an Ohio-based trucking

company. Boylen's job was to load wastewater generated from

corporate facilities into a tanker truck and to drive the

wastewater to a designated facility located in Pennsylvania for

proper disposal. The wastewater contained surfactants capable

of killing vegetation and fish according to court documents.

Instead of delivering the wastewater to Pennsylvania, Boylen

drove the tanker truck to remote locations in Tuscarawas County

and central-eastern Ohio and emptied the wastewater containing

surfactants into waters of the United States, according to court

documents.

Boylen is charged with dumping the wastewater into two

different tributaries of the Tuscarawas River, a wetland

adjacent to the Tuscarawas River, and the Beach City Reservoir,

on numerous occasions between April 18 and May 4, 2016.

Boylen drove the tanker truck to remote locations in Tuscarawas

County and central-eastern Ohio and emptied the wastewater

containing surfactants into waters of the United States.

Regulatory Enforcement on a Local Level

Is Critical  to America's Water Quality

Our History with the Clean Water Act
has proven over and over again that
accountability for compliance with
water quality permits is the line in the
sand. Today, it appears the Georgia
EPD is tremendously under funded as
proven by the small number of
inspectors they've employed in one of
the fastest growing states in the
country.  America is r eliant on
knowledgeable  local enforcement
efforts that ensure our streams, rivers
and lakes are protected.
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NEED HELP with

DUST CONTROL,

SEDIMENT BASINS?

CALL JIM SPOTTS

770-216-9514
southeastenvironment alconsultants.com

 

Research shows:
5% will violate water quality laws  no matter what,

20% will comply   with water quality laws  no matter what, and

75% will comply only with effective local enforcement!
"Improving the Efficiency and Effectiveness of Compliance Monitoring
and Enforcement of Environmental Policies"

Cheryl Wasserman

 

Local Government NPDES Enforcement & Plan Review Authority

GREEN BOOK (Manual for E&SC in Georgia - New 2016)
 
GREEN BOOK Video Presentation
 
 
WHO NEEDS TO BE CERTIFIED in GEORGIA - FACT SHEET
 
March 5, 2012 Memo for Projects Less than 1-Acre
 
NEW  2014 303d LIST (Georgia) - for use as of July, 2016
 
EPD GUIDANCE TO SWCC DISTRICTS FOR PLAN REVIEWS
  
CITY OF ATLANTA - Forms, Checklists & CAD Sample Plan
 
BUILDING & RENOVATING A POND in GEORGIA    
 
TMDL IMPLEMENTATION PLANS
 
STREAMBANK & SHORELINE RESTORATION in GEORGIA 
 
GESA Exemption #8

BUFFER VARIANCE REQUIREMENTS FOR DAMS
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MORE STORMWATER CONFERENCES & 

TRAINING EVENTS

 SOUTHEAST STORMWATER ASSOCIATION (SESWA)

(UPCOMING CONFERENCES)

  

   GEORGIA ASSOCIATION OF WATER

PROFESSIONALS (UPCOMING CONFERENCES)

  

   GEORGIA RURAL WATER ASSOCIATION (GRWA)

(UPCOMING CONFERENCES)

  

 INTERNATIONAL EROSION CONTROL ASSOCIATION

SE CHAPTER  (UPCOMING CONFERENCES)

 

 WATER ENVIRONMENT FEDERATION - 

WATERS WORTH IT! (UPCOMING CONFERENCES)

INDIANA WATER ENVIRONMENT ASSOCIATION - 

UPCOMING CONFERENCES

 

TRISTATE SEMINAR (Arizona - California - Nevada 

HERE's TO  TIGHT LINES  & GOOD TIMES 

in  Clean Abundant Water!!!

Respecting our neighbors downstream is what America is all about and it's
the NPDES permit that helps us do that!  
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